
Alberta College 
of Body Art

Traditional Tattoo
Apprenticeship

Tattoo Industry
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Our program includes training in
various topics related to Tattooing for
example:
History, Skin Composition (allergies,
scars, etc.), Products, Techniques,
Machine maintenance, Client Intake &
Care, AHS Regulations, Bloodborne
Pathogens, Emergency First Aid,
WHMIS, Fake skin practice, Live
model Practice, Work Integrated
Learning in a real tattoo shop and so
much more! 

Our Program is structured, hands-on,
and above current tattoo industry
standards.

This is a certificate program eligible for
Student Aid Funding.

Tattoo Apprenticeships typically begin by
allowing the apprentice to do free labor
within the tattoo shop in order to gain
"experience" for a pre-determined or
estimated time-frame. 

They are usually hands-off for about a year
(unless discussed otherwise) before the
apprentice is able to use a machine. After
that it is determined by the Shop
owner/mentor when and what tattoos the
apprentice is allowed to take. 

Hands-on training length is determined by
the mentor and can take up to a year or
more to complete.

Total cost after Fees: $17,000

**Eligible for Student Aid Financing.

Est. $5,000 depending on the arrangement-
could be free with the agreement of free
shop labor etc.

24 weeks (Approx. 6 months) The average apprenticeship takes about 2
years

We have a Professional tattoo
artist with over 10 years
experience in the industry
operating as our Primary
Instructor / Principal. 

We also have Professional tattoo
artists / guest instructors that
provide training in certain areas of
expertise (procreate, Machine
Troubleshooting, etc.). 

Other consultants that work with
us include, bookkeepers,
insurance brokers, art instructors,
social media marketers, AHS
representatives, Photographers,
etc. 

Apprentices typically get one Artist mentor,
years of experience vary, depending on the
artist that accepts taking an apprentice.

Blended
Hairdressing Course

Other Personal Services

Blended Hairstyling, Makeup and Aesthetics,
Diploma Program. They teach you: Eyelash
extensions, Facials, Pedicures, Manicures,
Waxing, Airbrush Makeup, Makeup Artistry
1 & 2, and UV Gel Nails.

Mannequin Practice as well as live model
practice, Hands on, structured training.

Approx. $26,000  before fees

1,400 hours - Approx. 9 months, Additional
training to become a Journeyman hair stylist

Various Highly Trained Industry
Professionals, for all different sections
learned. 

Other Trades

Advanced Welding
Technology (Diploma course)

The Advanced Welding Technology diploma
goes beyond the Alberta Welder
Apprenticeship training. It combines
advanced technical knowledge, welding
skills, and exposure to modern technologies
to give a graduate the competitive edge into a
career in welding. From skills in fabrication
to product innovation and inspection
methods, students gain foundational skills
that are in-demand by industry. This two-
year program is a direct pathway into
apprenticeship trades training at NAIT
without having to first be a registered
apprentice. 

Tuition Approx. $9,000 after fees
Living expenses approx. $11,800

Total for the first year: Approx. $21,000

Apprenticeship Cost: $600-$1,400+.

2 years

Apprenticeship: additional 1.5-3 months 

Various Highly Trained Industry
Professionals, and typically apprentice under
one welder dependent on the agreement. 


